Dydd Llun 8th Hydref 2018
L.O – To write a biography.


Intro
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you ever wanted to learn about the genius that came up with the theory of evolution? Well if so you’re in luck because today I am going to tell you everything you need to know about Charles Darwin! 

Early Life
Charles Robert Darwin was born in Shrewsbury, England on the 12th February 1809. He grew up in a Wealthy family with his 5 other siblings and his father Robert Darwin who worked as a doctor and his mother Susannah Darwin. But unfortunately, his mother started growing ill and died when Charles was only eight years old. As a child, Charles Darwin was a big collector: he enjoyed collecting insects, stones, plants, ect. He also loved nature but he absolutely hated school and thought subjects were boring. He was nicknamed ‘Gas’ at school for the smelly experiments he did! He also enjoyed shooting as a teenager with his uncle Jos.

Education
As Charles Darwin’s father was a doctor, he wanted him to do medicine too. Robert Darwin sent Charles to Edinburgh to study but Charles was afraid of blood! In 1825 Charles Darwin spent most of his time studying sponges. Since he didn’t like his medical school, he went to Cambridge University but he didn’t like that either! So his father told him to become a priest instead. Charles had many doubts over his faith and he wasn’t committed to his degree. He then realized that he had a passion for geology and botany. At Cambridge he worked very hard and his final exams ranked 10th out of 178 people!

Voyage
In 1831 (aged 22), Professor Henslow offered him 5 year voyage on the HMS Beagle (naval survey ship) so he was responsible for mapping coastlines. Darwin wanted to collect evidence and carry out detailed research. He was often sea sick but he visited many countries. Charles found amazing fossils of 10 foot tall sloth, huge crow sizes armadillos, he provided the idea that life on earth was very old. Charles Darwin visited the Galapogus Island where he found strange animals that were nowhere else on Earth. On voyage he visited: Brazil, Chile, Australia, Falkland Islands and the Galapogus Islands (where he spent most of his life). Darwin returned on the 2nd October 1836, to Cambridge to examine specimens. In 1859 he wrote his own book called ‘on the origin’ which explained his findings. The challenged creation story found in the Bible. There were mixed reactions but it made him famous and he got loads of awards and prizes.

Private Life
At age 28 he began thinking about settling down. He got married to his first cousin (Emma Wedgwood) on the 29th January 1839. He had ten children: Annie, Francis, George, Leonard, William, Horace, Henrietta, Charles, Mary and Elizabeth. Sadly, three of his children died in infancy. In 1842, Charles moved to Downe, Kent. He had a big house and a gorgeous garden to walk and keep pigeons.

Death and Legacy
When Charles Darwin got older he got sick, perhaps he was bitten by a nasty bug during travels but nobody knows for sure since there is no evidence. He died on 19th April 1882 (aged 72) and he was then buried in Westminster Abbey (privilege of important people). People came from around the world to attend his funeral. His face was on the UK £10 notes which has recently been changed to Jane Austen in 2017. He even has a statue in London’s natural history museum and there are more than 120 species named after him. Even 136 years after he died he is still remembered as one of the most scientific minds ever to exist.

